BISMARCK

versary; and the first thing to that end is that in the treaty
everything is made a matter of mutual agreement. But,
for this very reason, the next and very mischievous conse-
quence will be that as soon as we have stated what seems
to us the justifiable interpretation, we shall be charged
with double dealing and breach of faith. We must there-
fore make ourselves hide-proof against this, and anticipate
anything of the sort by a definite interpretation of the
treaty at Vienna as well as at Frankfort, and that too before
danger of a collision can occur. For the matter so stands
that the hands of a powerful, courageous foreign minister
remain still unbound. At St. Petersburg we make every
step independently; we can therefore remain consistent,
can attain to unity, and by its means avail ourselves of
reciprocity and all that is lacking in the treaty. I have
endeavoured to silence Budberg to the best of my power;
Niebuhr is very active and zealous in this field, and, as usual,
his conduct is excellent and skilful. Of what use, how-
ever, is this cobbling, that at best can be only a thankless
task ? It lies in the nature of man, and so in that of our
master, that if he, in company with a servant, has shot a
buck, or rather a doe, he keeps him in the first instance and
maltreats his discreet and faithful friends. That is the
position in which I am at present, and truly it is not an
enviable one/ *

' Sans-Souci: July i, 1854.

' Matters have once more become frightfully compli-
cated, but are again in such a position that, if everything
comes off, we may regard a good ending as possible. . . .
If we do not hold Austria fast as long as practicable,, we
burden ourself with a serious tax. We call to life the

1Ct. the Gerlach-Bismarck Correspondence, p. 163 f.
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